
 
CONFRÉRIE DU SABRE D’OR - USA EMBASSY 

 
October, 2023 

Cher Sabreur, 

 Greetings from the USA Embassy of the Confrérie du Sabre d’Or. 

Recent Past Events 

On September 22, 2023, the Confrérie opened the 3rd Annual ICON AWARDS were 
awarded by the Los Angeles Beverly Arts (LABA) at the Four Season’s Hotel in Beverly 
Hills, California USA. Artists, Creators, and Art Gallery Owners from around the globe 
gathered for the magnificent event. Mr. Harrison Engle directed the show for LABA 
hosts, Ratu Muda Princess Karen Cantrell and founder Joey Zhou. 13 recipients were 
awarded the ICON Award: Alexandra Grant, Vocalist Chris Mann, Master Juimai, 
Rosana Rodriguez, Michael Warren, Xiaojun H, Jason June, Senator Ben Allen, Dr. 
Lingyun Xiang, Gordon Sun, Cynzia Simonelli Penna, George Berges and Jiannan 
Huang. The media coverage was superb - People magazine- Access Hollywood and 10 
other press outlets.  
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On September 30th, a private event, held at the property of one of the Chevalier- 
Sabreurs of Northern California in Sonoma saw the making of 5 new Sabreurs and 1 
Chevalier-Sabreur as witnessed by Sebastien Taveau, Consul for Northern California 
with the assistance of the Chevalier-Sabreurs Jordan Yelinek, Chris Trueblood, Aaron 
Habibipour and Mark McNee. 

 
 

On October 7th, 2023, the Confrérie du Sabre d’Or USA convened in Napa, CA to open 
the latest Caveau in California.   BeBubbly  has become the sensation of downtown Napa 
with its exclusive selection of Champagne and sparking wine. The team love for 
Champagne was on display with a great ceremony making BeBubbly an official Caveau 
for the Confrerie du Sabre d’Or.  Erin Riley, the founder and owner of BeBubbly 
and Chief Bubblehead, was formally inducted into the Confrérie du Sabre d’Or as 
Maître-Sabreur.  

https://www.bebubblynapa.com/
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By her side were Scott, Rodrigo, Stephanie, Jim, and a few more local bubbleheads who 
became Official Sabreurs. A total of 20 people became official sabreurs during that 
lovely evening keeping our official Ambassador Philippe Milgrom busy and happy.  A 
new Chevalier Sabreur was also made with Hunter Hammett joining this exclusive 
group and receiving his certificate of Chevalier-Sabreur.   
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And to top this achievement by BeBubbly, it was also named “USA’s Top 10 Restaurants 
& Bars to Enjoy Champagne in 2023” by the Champagne Bureau (Comté 
Champagne).  So if you are in Napa and want to sabre at the greatest bubbly place, go 
BeBubbly and ask for Erin the official Maître-Sabreur. And CONGRATULATIONS to the 
crew of Bubbleheads! 
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On October 12, 2023, the Confrérie inducted Penny Wilson (Chevalier-Sabreur) and 
twelve other members of the Cliff Dwellers Club in Chicago, Illinois as Sabreurs. 
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On October 16th, Reverend Bruce O’Neil became a Sabreur at the conclusion of the Saint 
Andrew’s Society of San Francisco monthly gathering. He is the official Chaplain of the 
Society. The Sabrage was done under the supervision of Sebastien Taveau, Consul for 
Northern California and Chevalier-Sabreur Chris Noon, visiting from the Confrerie 
UK/Ireland group. This now makes 4 official Sabreurs in the Saint Andrew’s Society 
with Dr Jason Eiband (Cafe de la Presse), Alex Sinclair (BeBubbly), Reverend Bruce 
O’Neil and Consul Sebastien Taveau. 
 

 
 

Upcoming Events: 

Later this Fall, on November 18, 2023, the Confrérie will convene its 36th annual 
meeting, called a Grand Chapitre in the beautiful seaside town of   Le Touquet, France. 
At this event, Sabreurs may be elevated to the rank of Chevalier-Sabreur for $180 
(compared to the usual fee of $250).  The black-tie event features members from around 
the world, dancing, live entertainment, a multi-course banquet and, of course, 
Champagne!  Information on hotels and registration for the event on the following 
pages. 
 
If you are interested in holding a Sabrage event near you, please let us know.  Please also 
do not hesitate to contact me if you are interested to acquire your own official 
personalized Confrérie sabre. 

 
Santé! 
 
Darryl Gugig, Secretary 
Officier & Consul for South Georgia 
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CONFRÉRIE DU SABRE D’OR - USA EMBASSY 

 
 

Directory of Consuls for the USA Embassy: 
 
Ratu Muda Princess Karen 
Cantrell, Consul for Southern 
California 
ratumudaprincess@gmail.com 
 
 
 
Brian Mandel, Consul for New 
Jersey 
bkmandel@optonline.net 
 
 
 
 
Robert Scruggs, Consul for 
Northern Georgia 
travelingbacchus@yahoo.com 
 
 
 

 
 
Helpful Links: 
 

 https://www.facebook.com/SabredorUS 
 

https://twitter.com/ratumudapk 
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Darryl Gugig,  
Consul for Southern Georgia  
dgugig@gmail.com 

@darryl.gugig 
 

 
 

Christian Pendleton, Consul 
for Louisiana 
cpendleton@neworleans-
food.com 
 
 
 
Sebastien Taveau, Consul for 
Northern California  
staveau@gmail.com 
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